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ii DECEMBER 1857

Published in part, Biographical Introductions, X? xxxvii.

36 Onslow Sq?e London
December n. 1857

Dear Sirs

I am sorry to hear from you that the N Y. Tribune is reprinting
The Virginians, and no doubt hurting the Mess?5 Harpers' Issue
of the story, who pay me 100$ per month for early impressions.
But I do not see what good any remonstrances of mine can effect.
If American houses choose to reprint our books we can't prevent
them, and the Tribune will doubtless take it's own course, in spite
of any objections of mine or Mess*8 Harper. Could English writers
have remonstrated with any effect we should have done so
years ago: but I am sure an outcry at present would neither be
useful nor dignified j and can only express my regret that I dont
see how, in the present instance, I can be of any service to a House
w^ shows itself inclined to act in a kind and friendly manner to
English literary men.

Faithfully yours

WM Thackeray.
Mess* S. Low & Son.

writes (Works, XII, 373-374), "I had a quarrel with a certain well-known
person (I believed a statement regarding him which his friends imparted to
me, and which turned out to be quite incorrect). To his dying day that
quarrel was never quite made up. I said to his brother, Why is your brother's
soul still dark against me? It is I who ought to be angry and unforgiving: for
I was in the wrong.' "